My hope is that a perspective that acknowledges the complex roots of global disparities while seeking resolutely to ensure more widespread realization of human rights can refocus attention on these issues and lead to more open scholarly debate and new commitments to finding solutions that may influence the future. Imaginative, global thinking and visionary actions specific for particular societies are the seeds for initiating and propagating qualitative and quantitative changes that could have major longterm advantages for humankind.
Man 's Exploitation ofMan and the Creation of Two Worlds
The Western world view has been shaped over centuries through the power of the scientific method, analytical philosophy, industrialization, urbanization, democratization, liberalism, and capitalism. The modem perspective emphasizes capitalism, the pursuit of rational economic self-interest, and the nation-state framework of international relations.12 These scientific, industrial, and economic developments, much cherished in the Western world, have eman-cipated human life and fostered unprecedented human progress. However, the application of a somewhat libertarian version of liberal political philosophy,3 with overemphasis on economic thinking (and underemphasis on social and economic rights), has also been associated with erosion of spirituality, loss of a sense of community, and division of the world (and many countries) into a small, rich core and a large, poor periphery.4 Growing polarization between these worlds as they drift apart threatens the future of both wealthy and poor countries. The failure of socialism, as implemented under communist rule in the Soviet Union, has seemingly vindicated the "'capitalist" world view. However, celebration is premature, because the crisis of liberal internationalism must now be faced, particularly in regard to the competing elements of the liberal agenda-human rights and the expansion of free trade.2 While the liberal vision has been effectively focused on limiting excessive and arbitrary state power, it has neglected the other great enemy in today's world: violence among the poor and dispossessed and the disintegration of power leading to millions of refugees fleeing poverty and disaster.2 '5 Human domination and subordination of others in the understandable (perhaps inevitable) pursuit of self-interest has long been clearly evident. However, more recently the scientific credibility given to a form of rationality based on economics that has fostered the growth of Through such processes, the combined assets of the top 300 firms in the world now constitute roughly 25% of the world's productive assets. Their formidable economic power and transnational mobility increasingly undermine the ability of national governments to provide the legal, monetary, or protective functions necessary for a wellworking national economy. The trilliondollar-a-day market for foreign exchange effectively places the valuation of any nation's currency at the pleasure of the "market" rather than at the discretion of its monetary authorities, thus disrupting the relationship between the economy and the state. Less than 10% of the trillions of dollars transacted across financial networks are for trade in goods and services. Of the 5.6 billion people in the world, about 3.6 billion have no cash or credit with which to make purchases, and more and more people are clamoring to get into the global labor pool. The naive view that these trends can only be beneficial has been contested, and some of the adverse implications of such "irresponsible forces" (both for industrialized democracies and for developing countries) have been described.38'
Overemphasis on market forces and on civil and political rights has eclipsed the need to affirm the associated social and economic rights that foster essential community values.39'4' A broader formulation of human rights must include state and corporate duties to avoid depriving, duties to protect from deprivation, and duties to aid the deprived. 42 The progressively dominating influence of "economic rationality" (with money as the bottom line) in medical care and its bureaucratic implementation by powerful multinational drug companies, insurance companies, and managers are also impoverishing the concept of medicine as a caring profession. "Increasingly, physicians find themselves engaged in bureaucratic and political struggles that sap their time and energy, exhaust their patience for treating uninsured people, and erode their dignity."49 Impressive scientific and medical advances with profound impacts on human well-being have, regrettably, become associated with an inequitable, costly "medical industrial complex" within the most powerful nation on earth.50
Market-driven health care in a powerful nation has profound symbolic and material effects on health services worldwide. Health care delivery is being transformed from a professional service delivered with dedication, concern, and compassion within mutually rewarding and trusting healing relationships4951 toward the sale of a commodity in an adversarial marketplace in which professional satisfaction from patient care is being eroded and increasingly replaced by rewards external to the professional service: satisfying health service bureaucrats and acquiring wealth, scientific fame, and prestige among peers. Legitima There is now also growing acknowledgment of the enormous disparity between expenditure on military endeavors and on sustainable development and of the potential for the diversion of resources to the latter in order to foster self-actualization and self-sufficiency, which could help spread respect for and achievement of human rights.72 '73 Linkage of economic growth with human rights through human wellbeing is the key to progress and is a unifying concern for developing and industrialized countries.'0'44
The operationalization of such processes through (1) cancellation of some of the unpayable debt accumulated by some of the poorest countries in the world,'5'32 (2) continuing attempts to redirect military expenditures toward social development,72 ( 3) taxation on electronic financial transactions, and (4) suggestions such as those by Susser65 and others66'67 to advance the achievement of global health and human rights are the challenges of the future. These challenges, it is hoped, will be advanced through linkage with the planned World Health Organization proposal for a global health charter. 74 There is also a need for us to begin to understand diverse world views and value systems.75 Progress lies not in propagating false dichotomies but, rather, in working to acquire deeper understandings of differences and the willingness to create solidarity through greater identification with common human attributes and aspirations.68 '69 Wealthy nations that show concem largely for their own short-term economic selfinterest could consider whether they are unintentionally behaving like countries that failed to identify with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948. The credibility of their commitment to contributing to achieving a broad range of human rights for all is now in the world's spotlight. Their ability to acknowledge and act on their awesome responsibility to humanity will shape the world's future.
The universal humanistic ideals for which medicine strives are, like human rights for all, unattainable without serious attention to the concept of international interdependence and the consequent restructuring of health care systems, especially those in powerful and wealthy nations that serve as role models for the world. 57 The complexity of these tasks should not be a deterrent. As the celebrated Nigerian author Chinua Achebe has stated, despair should not eclipse hope: "neither history nor legend encourages us to believe that a man who sits on his fellow will some day climb down on the basis of sounds reaching him from below. And yet we must consider how so much more dangerous our already very perilous world would become if the oppressed everywhere should despair altogether of invoking reason and humanity to arbitrate their cause." 81 D
